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The NIH Community College Summer Enrichment Program Experience

In 2010, the Office of Intramural Training & Education launched the NIH Community College Summer Enrichment
Program. Community college students had the opportunity to work with leading NIH scientists and participate in
workshops that focused on developing skills that are essential to success in science. Hear about the research
experiences of the CCSEP alumni and learn how you can prepare for a CCSEP experience in summer 2014!

Bench-to-Bedside Research at the NIH

Have you considered a career that combines basic and clinical research? Bench-to-bedside research translates basic
science discoveries into therapies for disease and pathological conditions. Hear from basic scientists and clinical
investigators at the NIH who have combined their expertise in medicine and research to develop treatments for
infectious diseases.

Debra Regier, MD, PhD

Pediatric/Genetics Clinical Fellow

Children’s National Medical Center

National Human Genome Research Institute
regierds@mail.nih.gov

Puifai Santisakultarm, PhD

Postdoctoral Fellow

National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke
puifai.santisakultarm@nih.gov

Yasmin Crespo-Mejias, BS
Postbaccalaureate fellow
Undergraduate Scholarship Program

National Cancer Institute
yasmin.crespo-mejias@nih.gov

Non-Research Biomedical Careers
Are you interested in biomedical careers outside of traditional laboratory research? Individuals from various science

backgrounds will discuss their career paths and experiences in science policy, education/outreach, communication, and
global health.

Lisa Gough, PhD
Health Science Policy Analyst

Office of the Director
goughll@mail.nih.gov
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Alisa Machalek,MS
Science Writer and Editor

National Institute of General Medical Sciences
machalea@nigms.nih.gov

Faith Harrow, PhD
Training Program Coordinator

National Human Genome Research Institute
harrowf@mail.nih.gov

Theodore Dougenik, BS
Program Specialist — Centers for Disease Control Unit

Office of Technology Transfer
theodore.dougenik@nih.gov

Dana van Bemmel, PhD, MPH

Assistant Deputy for Research

Office of Science, Center for Tobacco Products
Food and Drug Administration
Dana.vanbemmel@fda.hhs.gov

Careers in Nursing
This panel brings together nurses who use their training in very different ways. They will discuss their
educational/career experiences and their responsibilities at the NIH.

April Brundidge, BSN, RN
Nurse Specialist, Research

National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases
brundidgea@mail.nih.gov

Debra Nixon-Jones, RN
Clinical Research Nurse

NIH Clinical Center
dn130n@nih.gov

Elaine Novakovich, RN
Clinical Research Nurse

NIH Clinical Center
enovakovich@mail.cc.nih.gov

Sandra Cooper-Bennett RN, BSN, OCN
Clinical Research Nurse |l

NIH Clinical Center
coopersan@cc.nih.gov

Careers in Biotechnology
Are you pursuing a degree or certificate in Biotechnology? Would you like to explore your career options? This panel
will focus on biotechnology career/training opportunities at the NIH and in industry.

Craig Stewart, MS

Biologist

National Institute of Mental Health
craigstewart@mail.nih.gov
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Esther Wolfrey
Supervisory Technologist
General Radiology and Ultrasound

Clinical Center
wolfreye@mail.nih.gov

Beatrice Kondo, PhD

Program Coordinator for Bioinformatics/

Post-master’s certificate in Sequence Analysis & Genomics
Center for Biotechnology Education

John’s Hopkins University

kondo@jhu.edu

Marti Jett, PhD

Director, Integrative Systems Biology

Chief Scientist, Systems Biology Enterprise

Co-Director, GEMS & Science & Engineering Apprentice Program
US Army Medical Command (MEDCOM)

US Army Center for Environmental Health Research
Mart-jett-tilton@civ.mail.mil

Professional Health Careers
Are you considering going to medical or professional school? If so, please come hear these panelists discuss their
experiences in medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and veterinary medicine.

Tiffany Powell-Wiley, MD, MPH
Assistant Clinical Investigator
Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Branch

National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute
powelltm2@mail.nih.gov

Carol Bassim, DMD, MS

NIH Clinical Center

National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research
bassimc@mail.nih.gov

Robert DeChristoforo, MS, FASHP

Chief, Clinical Center Pharmacy Department
NIH Clinical Center
rdechristo@mail.cc.nih.gov

Jan R. Linkenhoker, DVM, MSPH, DACLAM
United States Public Health Service
Facility Veterinarian

Division of Veterinary Resources

Office of the Director
linkenhj@mail.nih.gov
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Careers in Behavioral Sciences

This panel will bring together professionals from various areas of behavioral health. If you are interested in pursuing a
degree in behavioral sciences, come hear from individuals with backgrounds in psychology, psychiatry, social work, and
behavioral research.

Erica Richards, MD, PhD
Clinical Fellow
Experimental Therapeutics and Pathophysiology Branch

National Institute of Mental Health
richardsem@mail.nih.gov

Debra Hill, MSW

Research Social Worker

National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism
debby.hill@mail.nih.gov

Veronica L. Irvin, PhD, MPH

Postdoctoral Fellow

Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research
veronica.irvin@nih.gov

Ronny Kimpenich, BS

Education Program Coordinator
The Children’s Inn at NIH
Ronny.kimpenich@nih.gov

Faculty Breakout Session #1: Educational Resources at the NIH

This session will focus on educational resources at the NIH. Dr. Carla Easter from the National Human Genome Research
Institute will share information on the exhibit “Genome: Unlocking the Life’s Code” exhibit at the National Museum of
Natural History. Dr. Wanda Whitney will provide updates on the resources available to faculty from the National Library of
Medicine.

Carla Easter, PhD

Deputy Chief, Education and Community Involvement Branch
National Human Genome Research Institute
easterc@mail.nih.gov

Wanda Whitney, PhD
Reference and Web Services Section
National Library of Medicine

wanda.whitneysmith@nih.gov
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AFTERNOON SESSIONS

Science Seminar — Challenges in the Clinical Translation of Cancer Vaccines: From
Bench Discoveries to Bedside Realities

Lauren Wood, MD

Senior Clinical Investigator
National Cancer Institute
woodl@mail.nih.gov

Concurrent Skills Blitz Sessions: These twenty minute sessions are designed to give you an overview of the skills
required to mount a successful job search. These will be fast-paced and a fun-filled way to end the day. Sessions will be
strictly limited to twenty minutes with five minute breaks between sessions.

Networking to Work: Exploring Careers Using Informational Interviewing
You have met some terrific people today. Find out how to build, expand, and maintain your network.

Transitioning & Thriving at a 4-year College/University
What strategies will help you cope with the transition to a four-year college/university? The speaker will discuss
challenges that you may experience adjusting.

Time Management Skills for Successful Students
Given the demands of school, work, and family, how can you most effectively manage your time?

Presenting Yourself: Tips for Enhancing Your Resume
The top ten things to consider when creating this important job search document.

Self-Advocacy for Career Success
In order to put your best foot forward, you need to be able to assess your strengths and weaknesses and learn how to
advocate for yourself.

Stress is Inevitable: They Key is Managing It!
Balancing school, work, family, and personal life can be stressful. This session will focus on tips for coping and even
thriving.

Developing Your Interviewing Skills
Learn how to successfully navigate the interview process.

Creating Your Professional Development Plan
Learn tips on how to enhance your professional development skills.

Writing Professional E-mail
This session will focus on tips for writing a professional email.
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Faculty Breakout Session #2: Preparing Students for Summer Internship Programs
Dr. Erika Barr, Director of the NIH Community College Program will share tips on navigating the application process to
faculty who are mentoring students that interested in applying to summer internships.

CLOSING SESSION

Internship Programs & Getting Hands-On Experience

Dr. Sharon Milgram will share tips and strategies for finding and applying to summer internship programs. She will focus
on the NIH Community College Summer Enrichment Program, along with other NIH and non-NIH programs. Please note
that to be eligible for NIH summer programs, you must be a US Citizen or permanent resident.
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