Dr. Grace Wong, CEO, ActoKine Therapeutics (Former Genentech, Millennium, AstraZeneca & Serono)
Dr. Grace Wong earned a PhD under Dr. John Schrader and Sir Gus Nossal at The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute, Australia. She was the first scientist to discover that IFN-g induces expression of Class II-MHC on mast cells (PNAS 79, p6989) and in the brain (Nature 310, p688).  This discovery has profound implications for the understanding of autoimmune diseases such as multiple sclerosis.  She did a postdoc with Dr. David Goeddel (who cloned and expressed human insulin, GH, TPA and IFNs) at Genentech and she discovered that virus infection induces cytokines production (Nature, 323, p819) and cytokines induce the MnSOD gene (Science 242, p941) which is essential for protecting cells from oxidative stress (Cell 58, p923).  After promotion to Scientist at Genentech, she successfully shepherded basic research discoveries to product development with Dr. Gordon Vehar. 
Dr. Wong became Head of Apoptosis Research at Millennium, where she identified genes involved in drug resistance; she later joined AstraZeneca, where she investigated gene induction by b-amyloid in Alzheimer’s disease.  She then joined Serono as Head of Functional Genomics and discovered genes regulated in women’s diseases.  Her work with biologics has made her valuable to biotech and pharma, receiving job offers from Glaxo, Amgen, Biogen, HGS and Cell Therapeutics, in addition to the positions she was able to accept. She has been invited to present at 193 international conferences, including the Nobel Symposium in Sweden; received five recognition awards from Genentech; published 93 papers (including 12 Nature, 1 Science, 3 Cell, 5 PNAS and 7 J. Immunol) and is an inventor on 28 patents.  Dr. Wong founded ActoKine Therapeutics to discover new drugs for cancer, CNS and viral diseases (www.actokine.com), and founded Student Vision (www.studentvision.org) and Nobel-Pauling (www.nobel-pauling.org) to inspire and help students & postdocs in biotechnology. 
Grace’s 9 career articles (advice from academia & biotech pharma experts)
1. Wong, Get a Foot in the Door, 431, 1128, Nature
2. Wong, Ask the experts: How to get hired, 22, 1481-1482, Nature Biotech
3. Wong, Consider post-doctoral training in industry, 23, 151-152, Nature Biotech 
4. Wong, The best preparation for a scientist job search, 23, 265–265, Nature Biotech
5. Wong, Five attributes of a successful manager in a research organization, 24, 1171, Nature 
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Wong, Chinese biotech: the need for innovation and higher standards, 24, 221, Nature Biotech.
7. Wong, Can China’s supply of scientific talent keep up with demand? 26, 243, Nature Biotech 
8. Wong, Developing China’s homegrown biotechnology workforce. 26, 353-354, Nature Biotech.
9. Wong, Biotech scientists bank on big pharma's biologics push. 27, 293-295, Nature Biotech


