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Arjun Prasad

National Human Genome Research Institute
Research Fellow

[ attended George Washington University and did my dissertation work
in the Laboratory of Eric Green in the National Human Genome
Research Institute where I did some phylogenetics and comparative
genomics. I'm now a research fellow in the laboratory of James Mullikin
(still in the genome institute) where I'm working on genome assembly
and annotation for a model malaria parasite.

Candace Pfeffkorn

Department of Energy
AAAS Congressional Fellow

Through a partnership between the NIH and the University of Maryland,
College Park, I performed graduate research under the direction of
Jennifer C. Lee, in the Biophysics and Biochemistry Center within the
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute from 2006 - 2011. My
research employed fluorescence spectroscopic techniques to elucidate
conformational changes in the Parkinson’s disease-related protein
alpha-synuclein, and Pmel17, a protein involved in melanin deposition
in the skin and eyes. After receiving my Ph.D. in Chemical Physics, |
accepted a AAAS Science and Technology Policy Fellowship to promote
renewable energy technologies through work at the U.S. Department of
Energy Solar Energy Technologies Office.



Chanelle Case

National Cancer Institute
Postdoctoral Fellow

[ was a part of the Graduate Partnerships Program with the George
Washington University. Since graduating I joined the Experimental
Immunology Branch, National Cancer Institute as a postdoctoral fellow
studying the BET family of proteins.

Derek Gildea

National Human Genome Research Institute
Computational Biologist/Senior Scientific Programmer

[ attended the George Washington University with the chance to
perform my dissertation research at the NIH through the Graduate
Partnerships Program (GPP). My graduate research was done in the lab
of Les Biesecker (NHGRI) where I led research to map, identify, and
functionally characterize the gene mutated in a mouse model for a
human developmental malformation syndrome. After I graduated, |
joined and currently work in NHGRI’s Bioinformatics and Scientific
Programming Core where [ help design computational applications for
next-gen DNA sequencing analysis and advise NHGRI investigators on
experimental design for projects that utilize next-gen sequencing.

Gretchen De Silva

Potomac Institute for Policy Studies
Adjunct Fellow

Montgomery College
Adjunct Professor

Ad Hoc Research Consultant

As a GPP PhD student with Johns Hopkins, I studied proteins involved in
the entry of vaccinia virus at NIAID. After my doctoral work at NIH, I
decided to leave the bench and went to the Center for Infectious Disease



Epidemiologic Research at Columbia University for a combined MPH
and Postdoctoral Program Fellowship. I completed a master of public
health degree focused on infectious diseases epidemiology and
performed thesis research analyzing patient level factors associated
with loss to follow up at HIV treatment clinics. As a monitoring and
evaluation intern at the International Center for AIDS Care and
Treatment Programs in Nairobi, Kenya, | compiled clinical data from
paper records to use for analysis of an active defaulter tracing program.
In addition to quantitative methods I interviewed and assisted in focus
groups of social workers, tracers, and clinic heads. Currently I work

as an ad-hoc research consultant conducting preliminary research for
client projects and preparing written reports to help guide the research
set-up and direction. Also, I am an Adjunct Professor of Microbiology at
Montgomery College and and adjunct fellow at the Potomac Institute for
Policy Studies, a science and technology policy think tank.

Kara Brink

Booz Allen Hamilton
Associate

[ was part of the NIH- Karolinksa Insitutet and worked in NIMH. I
currently work as an Associate at Booz Allen Hamilton; member of the
Brain and Behavior Team focused on supporting the development
clinical guidance and research on Traumatic Brain Injury and
Psychological Health topics.

Katherine Bricceno, PhD

American Association of Blood Banks
Communications Manager

Katherine is the managing editor for the weekly newsletter of AABB, a
professional association representing transfusion medicine and cellular
therapy professionals. She also contributes materials to the
association’s other communication vehicles. The newsletter includes
articles on a variety of topics such as research highlights, summaries of
regulatory documents and professional development opportunities.
Katherine received her PhD in biochemistry and molecular genetics



through the NIH GPP and The George Washington University. Her
graduate research focused on an inherited neuromuscular disease,
spinal muscular atrophy. She examined the role of the disease-causing
protein in skeletal muscle. Outside the lab, Katherine participated in the
Graduate Student Council, served as an editor of the Graduate Student
Chronicles and wrote articles for the NIH Catalyst. She also did details in
science policy and communications offices at the National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and Stroke and the National Institute on
Deafness and Other Communication Disorders. Before graduate school,
she studied genetics and French at the University of Minnesota and
Université Paul Valéry Montpellier III.

Maggie Swierczewska

Institute for NanoBio Technology, Johns Hopkins University
Postdoctoral Researcher

Since graduating in December 2012, [ became a postdoctoral fellow at
the Institute for NanoBioTechnology at Johns Hopkins University
expanding a nano-based delivery platform to unique treatment and
imaging regimes. AT NIH, [ was an editor at the NIH Fellows Editoral
Board and took courses in Technology Transfer. Because of my interest
in technology translation, I am also taking part in building a start-up
company.

Marta Gozzi

Clinical Protocol Coordinator
National Institutes of Neurological Disorders and Stroke

[ am currently a Clinical Protocol Coordinator at the National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS). I generate and maintain
regulatory documents for the studies of the HCPS section, I guide and
assist investigators as they develop new studies, and provide on-going
monitoring and quality assurance oversight. I arrived at the NIH in 2006
as a PhD student to work with Dr. Grafman at NINDS, where I conducted
neuroimaging and neuropsychological studies with healthy volunteers
and military personnel with Traumatic Brain Injury. I performed these



studies as part of my dissertation research and graduated from the
University of Milano-Bicocca (Italy) in 2008. After completing my PhD
program, I joined Dr. Susan Swedo at the National Institute of Mental
Health (NIMH), where I conducted neuroimaging studies on healthy
volunteers and children and adults with Autism Spectrum Disorders.

Rayna Carter

Office of Intramural Training and Education
Program Coordinator

[ graduated from the Brown University-NIH GPP in April 2013 with a
Ph.D. In Neuroscience. | am currently working in the Office of
Intramural Training and Education as the Program Coordinator for the
Undergraduate Scholarship Program. I help manage the recruitment,
interviewing, and placement process of scholars and ensure that the
administrative actions of the program are organized and running
efficiently.

Rose-Marie Karlsson

National Institutes for Mental Health
Postdoctoral Fellow

[ graduated from the Karolinska Instituet in 2009 with a Ph.D. in
Neuroscience. I performed my dissertation research in the National
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. After graduating, I did a
postdoc at Johns Hopkins University from 2009-2012. [ am currently
doing a second postdoc in the National Institutes of Mental Health.

Tracy Laabs

Strategic Analysis, Inc.
Senior Scientist/Team Lead

[ am a Senior Scientist and the Life Sciences Team Lead with Strategic
Analysis, Inc. (SA) where I provide technical expertise and program



management support for the Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency (DARPA), Defense Sciences Office (DSO). I support a number of
DSO programs involving neuroscience, molecular biology, regenerative
medicine and human performance. [ work in a collaborative
environment with interagency partners, academics and operational
military units. I have also served as a Technical Reviewer for the
Defense Threat Reduction Agency Joint Science and Technology Office
for Chemical and Biological Defense. Prior to joining SA, [ was an NIH
Intramural Fellow undertaking a collaborative PhD between the
University of Cambridge, UK and the National Institutes of Health. As a
graduate fellow, my research focused on enhancing central nervous
system regeneration following traumatic brain injury and spinal cord
injury.

Tracy Jill Doty

Army Research Laboratory
Postdoctoral Research

[ am currently a Translational Neuroscience Post-Doctoral Fellow at the
U.S. Army Research Lab, Human Research and Engineering Directorate,
Translational Neuroscience Branch. My work centers on developing a
real-world neuroimaging system to study stress and other cognitive
states in everyday life.



